UNITED SQUARE DANCERS OF AMERICA
Square Dancing Code of Ethics

|. Definition of Ethics

Ethics is basically defined as rules or standards for governing the relations between people to
benefit all concerned, with mutual respect for the needs and wants of all parties involved.

The essence of ethical behavior is:
A. To conduct all relations between parties in friendliness, honesty and good faith;
B. To honor fully, in word and in spirit, all agreements, once made; and

C. To confine any critical comment to a reasoned and temperate discussion of actions and
practices.

Il. Dancer Rights

A. Dancers should realistically evaluate their own dancing abilities and dance within those
abilities.

B. Dancers should be aware that some of their dancing habits may be uncomfortable or
undesirable to other dancers in the square and should make every effort to avoid such actions.

C. Dancers should treat other members of the club and its visitors and guests with courtesy,
friendliness, and helpfulness. They should assist the less experienced dancers.

D. Dancers should enthusiastically take part in the activities of any club that extends to them
the benefits and privileges of membership and should accept all the responsibilities of a club
member.

E. Dancers should be concerned that the relations of their club with callers, other dancers, and
other organizations are conducted in an ethical manner.

F. Dancers should keep within the club any criticism of the conduct of club members, club
officers, or a club caller or teacher. Any such criticism should be offered in a constructive
manner.

G. Dancers who feel they can no longer accept the rules and practices of the club should resign
from the club.

H. Dancers should not wear the badge of a club if they are not members in good standing of
the club.



